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A KINNARID ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT 


(HOMOPTERA, KINNARIDAE) 


INTRODUCTION 


The Kinnaridae constitute a small family within the Fulgoroidea. 
Many species were originally described in the family Cixiidae due to 
their superficial resemblance in general habitus. The male and female 
genitalia however are quite different and justify the status of a separate 
family. In 1945 the Mercatr-catalogue listed 42 species and 8 genera 
occurring in the Neotropical, Nearctic and Oriental region. RAMOS 
(1946) and FeNNaH (1947, 1948, 1956) added several Neotropical species 
and FENNAH (1948) published a key to the genera. Ramos (1957) treated 
the Kinnaridae of Puerto Rico and described one new genus and 8 
new species. SYNAVE (1958) was the first to recognise the family on Ile 
Réunion and Mauritius while FENNAH reported a cavernicolous species 
from Mexico in 1973 and described 10 new Neotropical species in 1980. 


EMELJANOV (1984) made a revision of the Palearctic members of 
the family and transferred two further genera from Cixiidae to Kin- 
naridae, namely Bashgultala Dlabola, 1957 and Adolenda Distant, 1911; 
furthermore he described two new genera and three new species, thereby 
adding new records from Iran, Afghanistan and the USSR; in the same 
paper he gives a key to genera of Old World Kinnaridae. 


* Afdeling Entomologie, Koninklijk Belgisch Instituut voor Natuurwetenschappen, 
Vautierstraat 29, B-1040 Brussel, Belgium. 
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REMANE (1985) made an interesting contribution to our knowledge 
of this family by describing two new taxa from the Canary Islands, 
thereby recording this family for the first time in the south west Pa- 
learctic. It is quite clear that with all these recent additions on the 
distribution of Kinnaridae the probability of the family occurring on 
the African continent became rather high. This hypothesis was con- 
firmed by the discovery of a male Kinnarid in a small collection from 
Somalia kindly sent to me by Dr Poggi of the Museo Civico di Storia 
Naturale of Genova (msNG). It represents a new species which we des- 
cribe below in the genus Propleroma Emeljanov, 1984. 


Propleroma atrifasciata sp.n. 


Material. Holotype 3, Somalia, Migiurtinia, Scusciuban, valle 
Darror, VII.1953, (G. Scortecci), MSNG. 


Description. Fronsand postclypeus (Fig. 1) pale stramineous, 
the former with a broad black band above frontoclypeal suture and 
slightly fumated with brown near vertex, without a median keel and 
with foliaceous lateral margins; median ocellus present; postclypeus 
with a blunt median keel, indistinct near frontoclypeal suture and 
becoming sharp on anteclypeus; the latter embrowned; black band of 
frons continuing on genae and pronotum. No subantennal process. 
Vertex (Fig. 2) narrow. Mesonotum with three keels, fuscous between 
these and paler more laterally. 'Tegulae stramineous. Tegmina not 
transparent, milky and coloured with many irregular brown markings; 
clavus embrowned; veins white, apical ones bordered with brown; 
venation pattern of first wings illustrated in Fig. 7. Legs stramineous. 


Length: 4.5 mm. 
3 genitalia: as illustrated in Figs 3 to 6; aedeagus is connected to 


pygofer. 
Female unknown. 


Diagnosis. ‘This species is placed in the genus Propleroma 
Emeljanov, 1984 by the presence of a median ocellus, the prominent 
lateral keels on frons, the narrow vertex and the general structure of 
the male genitalia. It differs from other Propleroma species in the pre- 
sence of a black transverse band on the face enclosing the ocellus and 
in the detailed structure of the male genitalia. 


PROPLEROMA ATRIFASCIATA 3 


Creeper ened 


Figs 1 to 7: Propleroma atrifasciata sp.n., holotype 3. - 1: frons and postclypeus, 
frontal view; 2: vertex; 3: pygofer, anal segment and genital style, left lateral view; 
4: anal segment, caudal view; 5: aedeagus, left lateral view; 6: aedeagus, dorsal view; 
7: tight tegmen; scale: 0.2mm; fig. 7: 1 nam: 
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RIASSUNTO 


L’A. descrive Propleroma atrifasciata, specie nuova proveniente dalla Migiurtinia 
(Somalia). E questa la prima citazione di un Kinnaridae per il continente africano. 
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